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 As you proceed in your educational program, you will become more familiar with 

the WI Standards for Teacher Development and Licensure. These standards are not only a 

tool for you in the classroom, but are imperative to students’ development, 

understanding, and social progress. Two standards that I feel I have already begun to 

develop are Standard #2, “The teacher understands how children learn and develop, and 

can provide learning opportunities that support their intellectual, social, and personal 

growth”, and Standard #3, “The teacher understands how students differ in their 

approaches to learning and creates instructional opportunities that are adapted for diverse 

learners”. Along with the teacher standards, there are dispositional standards that are 

required for a teacher in the field of education. Using the two standards already 

mentioned, here are examples of my own personal development in the classroom through 

lesson plans, cooperating teacher feedback and instructor feedback. 

 

 For Standard #2, I have shown evidence that I understand how children learn and 

develop. The artifacts used show that I have provided learning opportunities that support 

their intellectual, social and personal growth. My lesson plan, Non Fiction Text Features, 

shows evidence that I appreciate individual variations within each area of development. I 

have demonstrated the commitment to help students develop confidence and competence 

based on students’ strengths as a basis for growth.  The cooperating teachers’ feedback 

from this lesson shows clear evidence that the ability was demonstrated and met.  

 

In my lesson plan about reviewing non fiction text features, I conducted a review with 

students of the features they had already been working on for a few weeks. This was a 

lesson that was intended to wrap-up the lesson before moving onto research topics. 

Students/Groups had already picked their topic and had some understanding of the 

material. Groups were also divided-up by reading level with stronger readers together and 

slower learners together. I had students get into their already assigned groups and each 

group was to conduct a scavenger hunt of the non fiction text features that they had 

already learned in class. As students worked on their scavenger hunts, I walked around to 

each group and assisted students with any questions. Some students had difficulty finding 

some of the features, so I assisted them by pointing out one and giving them a multiple 

choice of what feature they thought it fell under. Students who did not need the extra help 

were encouraged to assist others in their group with locating the features. Some students 

were able to identify features not discussed in class and shared them with the entire class 

as a newly found feature to look for.  

 

 For Standard #2, my second piece of evidence is the cooperating teacher’s 

feedback of my lesson. I chose this feedback because the feedback was not only positive, 

but indicated areas that I have met this standard. For instance, I was able to engage 

students in a professional and kind manner, interacted with each student and assisted with 

pertinent information about the lesson, and finally, I was aware of needs of the students 

during the lesson.  



 

Included in this feedback, are acknowledgements about adaptations for special needs 

students, along with strategies that I used for slower learners needing additional 

assistance. Some strategies were: appropriate reading material based on reading level and 

individualized attention was given to ESL students having difficulty.  

 

 For Standard #3, I have shown evidence of students’ different learning 

approaches, while creating instructional opportunities that are adapted for diverse 

learners with the understanding of human diversity. Also demonstrated, was my 

commitment to the pursuit of “individual and configured excellence. My artifacts also 

demonstrate taking into account personal/family backgrounds, community and cultural 

norms that help students to feel valued. This evidence is clearly demonstrated in the 

lesson about conflict resolution, which focused on valuing your classmates. The teachers’ 

feedback through observation states that I had met the criteria necessary for the lesson. In 

the lesson about conflict resolution, students were given the opportunity to share their 

own personal ways of resolving conflict. Some shared what they do at home, while others 

shared ideas from teams, scouts, or extracurricular activities. This lesson gave the 

opportunity for students to participate verbally or in writing. As a class, we created a 

“Choice Chain” containing ways that we could resolve a conflict either in the classroom 

or outside the classroom. Students were already familiar with conflict resolution, because 

they had weekly class meetings to discuss problems that had arisen whether in the 

classroom, in the lunchroom, or in the cafeteria. We discussed the negative ways to 

resolve a conflict and the importance of feelings. Students shared things that hurt their 

feelings and better ways to approach peers, For instance, nobody liked being called a 

name or being yelled at in front of other classmates. Instead, we came up with positive 

ways to resolve a conflict, for instance, taking turns, talking things out, getting an adult to 

help, or doing Rock/Paper/Scissors. I also discussed with students that everyone is 

different. Some people get quiet in a larger group, while others find it easier to talk. This 

showed clear evidence of differences in social settings. 

 

 My second piece of evidence is the field instructor’s feedback from the lesson and 

overall Assessment of one semester of field work in a 2
nd

 grade classroom. In this 

feedback, my instructor has identified areas that were strong and I have met the criteria 

for the coursework. Some of the criteria met correlates to this standard of showing 

respect for students’ varied talents and perspectives, eliciting feedback from students and 

relate theory to my teachings.  

 

 The Education Abilities: Communication, Diagnosis, Coordination, Integrative 

Interaction, and Conceptualization are the not only integral part of teaching, but are the 

framework for becoming a successful teacher. I have begun developing the 5 abilities in 

my field experiences. The abilities have helped me to grow professionally in each of the 

two standards listed above. I am more aware of my presentation of a lesson to the class, 

having small groups arranged around the classroom by reading level, and requiring 

students to share their findings with other students.  

 

 



 

My second artifact showed that I understand and demonstrated COMMUNICATION 

when I used examples of illustrations by using a book to administer the lesson and the 

creation of a “Choice Chain” for conflict resolution. An overhead was used for students 

to view the book as it was being read aloud. I have shown understanding of the needs of 

students with learning difficulties and social interaction with in a small group. One 

example of this is evident in my lesson plan, where students were divided into groups by 

reading level to complete a lesson on non fiction text features. Students with higher 

reading levels were given additional challenges and questions that were not already 

learned in previous lessons to see if they were able to make additional connections.  

 

In the same lesson I have showed that I understand and demonstrated DIAGNOSIS when 

opportunity was given for students who rarely participate, due to shyness, to have the 

floor and offer their own observations/opinions. Sometimes a student can get drowned 

out by a stronger student, who participates more frequently. I allowed for each student to 

have their turn at speaking, whether it was to share or ask a question. 

 

My second artifact showed that I understand and demonstrates COORDINATION by 

integrating awareness of student needs in planning the lesson by focusing on subject 

matter that was happening in the classroom and on the school yard. Students were 

reminded that conflict can be positive and negative, while also giving them additional 

options for resolving negative conflicts. Students were given pre-picked material that 

corresponded to their non fiction research. The reading books were available in the 

Reading Resource Center. This lesson was a review of non fiction text features that the 

class had been working on with their teacher and allowed for an informal assessment. 

Additionally, my second artifact demonstrates bringing in and relating students’ other 

environments to the classroom environment by having students share other ways that 

their parents, coaches, Sunday school teachers and babysitters resolve a negative conflict 

in a positive way. Correct resources were used that was appropriate to learning goals  

 

I showed I have understand and demonstrated INTEGRATIVE INTERACTION when 

students were not only given the opportunity to search for non fiction text features in 

their particular books, but were also encouraged to find features that had not been 

discussed and compare them to books being used by other groups. Students discussed 

these differences with me and shared their observations with me and other group 

members. We discussed, individually, as a small group, and as a large group some of the 

differences in non fiction books. Additionally, my second artifact demonstrates interest in 

students’ ideas, concerns, experiences and interest throughout the lesson about conflict 

resolution. Students were encouraged to actively participate by sharing their own ways to 

resolve a conflict.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

I showed understanding and demonstrated CONCEPTUALIZATION when I chose books 

for the two lessons, based primarily on the subject matter that was already being taught to 

the class. In order for students to move beyond non fiction text features to the next level 

of development for researching a topic, this informal assessment gave me the opportunity 

to work closely with each student, observe their interaction in small groups, and get a 

better understanding of the students’ development of the subject matter. Additionally, my 

second artifact demonstrated helping students relate subject matter to real life situations, 

while using logic in the development of subject matter. 

 

I do believe that I used the 5 abilities to the best of my understanding at this point in my 

program. Using these abilities more effectively in different lessons will be the key to 

seeing if I fully understand each one in its entirety. Conceptualization and 

Communication are the two I feel the most comfortable with at this time and feel they are 

important to well executed lessons. Integrative Interaction and Diagnosis are the two that 

I feel I could have concentrated on more. Diagnosis, to me, is a difficult ability because 

sometimes a teacher will focus more on a student who is participating and overlook the 

student who does not.  
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GOAL #1 

WI Standards for Teacher Development and Licensure and Education Abilities #8 & 

Diagnosis. 

 

For this standard and ability, my goal is to be able to understand how to select, construct 

and use assessment strategies better, while using assessment processes appropriate to 

learning outcomes. I am familiar with assessment, but sometimes I feel that they are not 

strong enough or have a wide enough range in the lessons. I would like to be able to 

adapt a variety of assessments to meet the needs of all students based on a variety of 

learning styles. 

 

GOAL #2 

WI Standards for Teacher Development and Licensure and Education Abilities #1 and 

Conceptualization. 

 

For this standard and ability, my goal is to be able to keep abreast of new ideas and 

understandings in the field, while being able to convey to learners how knowledge is 

developed from the vantage point of the learner. As it relates to Conceptualization, my 

goal is to better understand the scope and sequence in curricular activities, especially 

math and science. In order to show command of the subject, I know I must understand the 

subject better and make necessary arrangements to develop my understanding before I 

can teach a lesson that will meet the students’ needs.  


